


HOW CAN YOU CONTROL OR PREVENT THE
SPREAD OF NOXIOUS WEEDS?

The most important step of prevention is early de-
tection. Weeds are far easier to control in the early
stages of development. If the weeds do get a strong
foothold, they will grow extremely deep roots that
make it very hard to control and remove.

HERE ARE SOME ADDITIONAL TIPS ON HOW
TO CONTROL OR PREVENT THEIR SPREAD:

* To help maintain weed-free crops, lawns, or pas-
tures, keep them well irrigated, fertilized, and
not overgrazed. Strong, healthy grass, alfalfa,
and other kinds of plants are more likely to stop
weed development. Weeds spread like wildfire in

thin, stringy grass.

* The best lawn weed prevention is a thick,
healthy, and well-cultivated turf. Poor fertilizing,
mowing, irrigation, watering, drainage, insect or
disease outbreaks, and bad soil compaction can
all lead to a thin, unhealthy turf.

+ Sanitation is another method to prevent spread-
ing weeds. Sanitation involves the practice of not
planting or removing certain plants from a spe-
cific area (like the lawn). Keeping lawn mower
blades and other lawn management equipment
clean is another effective measure.

* If the lawn or field must be seeded or reseeded,
buy only high quality seeds so there is less chance
of also planting some weed seeds. Certified
weed-free seed will ensure that the seeds are of

very high quality.

* If you order garden seeds via the Internet, be
mindful that many supply houses don't recognize
the new legislation yet, therefore you can often
still purchase seeds prohibited in Alberta. Most
of the Calgary-area horticulture supply outlets
(including big-box stores) have agreed not to sell
noxious or prohibited seeds and plants, recogniz-
ing the changes in the act.

* In some cases, physical controls may be imprac-
tical or ineffective, and use of herbicides may
be warranted. If possible, they should be wiped

onto cut stems or targeted to the specific weed

species (be sure to check what methods are ap-
propriate for your weed and the product cho-
sen). These methods decrease the amount of
herbicide used as well as the amount dispersed
into the environment, and are preferred over

spray applications.

Rocky View County's weed inspectors are available
to help you identify suspicious plants and offer con-
trol options. Please visit Rocky View's website or
phone 403-230-1401 for more information.




